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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 EC BRU 03455 052014Z 

67 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-07 

FRB-01 INR-07 NSAE-00 CIEP-02 SP-02 STR-04 TRSE-00 

LAB-04 SIL-01 SAM-01 OMB-01 /049 W 

065742 

R051741Z APR 76 
FM USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 940 
INFO ALL EC CAPITALS 1974 

UNCLAS EC BRUSSELS 03455 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EEC 

SUBJECT: ABSENCE FROM BRUSSELS OF EC COMSSION VICE PRESIDENT 
S O AMES .APRIL 5-26 

AN EC SPOKESMAN STATED APRIL 5 THAT COMMISSION VICE PRESIDENT 
SIR CHRISTOPHER SOAMES IS UNDERGOING KIDNEY TESTS IN A LONDON 
CLINIC AND WILL BE UNABLE TO PERFORM HIS DUTIES FOR TWO OR THREE 
WEEKS. WE SUBSEQUENTLY CHECKED WITH RICHARD HAY IN SOAMES' 
CABINET WHO SAID THE SPOKESMAN’S 

VERSION WAS SOMEWHAT EXAGGERATED. HAY CONFIRMED THAT SOAMES 
ENTERED A LONDON CLINIC TODAY FOR KIDNEY STONE TESTS. HIS CONDITION 
IS NOT REPEAT NOT SERIOUS.BUT TESTS WILL PROBABLY REQUIRE HIS 
REMAINING IN HOSPITAL FOR MOST OF THIS WEEK.FOLLOWED BY A FEW 
DAYS REST. SOAMES 

WILL THEN TAKE HIS REGULAR EASTER VACATION AND RETURN TO HIS 
BRUSSELS OFFICE ON APRIL 26. DURING SOAMES'ABSENCE THERE WILL 
BE NO FORMAL TRANSFER OF HIS RESPONSIBILITIES.WHICH WILL BE 
HANDLED EITHER BY HIS STAFF OR REFERRED TO OTHER COMMISSIONERS 
IF THE SITUATION SO REQUIRES. 
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